/a1/

keine, bei, ein, reisen, Ei

The pronunciation of German vowels depends on

You want to know how the vowels 1n a German

whether the vowel is in a stressed or unstressed
syllable. Let's first find out which syllables of the
word carry stress. Yes, more than one syllable in a

word are pronounced? Start here.
a1/

Mai, Kaiser

single word can carry stress.

Now that we know which

/as/
Frau, Haupt, auf, laufen, faul, Bauer

syllables are stressed,

[s the vowel a diphtong?

[s the word a word of foreign origin that uses the we can start looking at

YES .

(i.e. ei, ai, au, du, or eu)

2

hYES Is the vowel stressed? s

original language's spelling? This is the case with individual syllables. Continue

recent borrowings from English, etc., which have not for each syllable separately.

/oY/
hdufig, dujfserst, Baume, tduschen, Kdufer

yet been adapted to German spelling rules.

NO YES

YES! Isthevowel atthe end of
the word?

NO

/oY/
Heu, Leute, Steuer, Freund, euch, Europa

The pronunciation follows the

original language's pronunciation;

try to pronounce the word as in the
original language, but using only

[s the vowel followed [s the vowel

German vowels. Keep the original YES
stress pattern. byhore? NOI at th;egld ;)f YES German Vowels
NO a syllable :
[s the word YES * (Versmn 6)
a compound word?
NO ygs Does the syllable contain the |\ [s the vowel followed by a Jerome Kunegis
Continue for each doubled vowel aa, ee or 00? —- doubled consonant? (kunegis @ gmail.com)
part of the NO YES
compound :
separately. * @kunegis
[s the vowel followed by Is the vowel
YES fs, bt, bs, dt, ds, gt, < NO'  followed 2021-10-27
gd, gs, ks, ws or sd by ck, tz, pfor x? [s the word a
(But not Abt, Stadt, gibt, etc.) “Fremdwort”, i.e.
Does the word have | YES I Does the preﬁx NO YES a word of VES
a prefix? exist as a * non-Germanic
NO separate word ? origin?
NO *YES VES [s the vowel followed by a single consonant NO
followed by the end of the word, and the word
is of Germanic origin and not a function word? s it a syllable that
Does the prefix carr ends 1n -en, -em, or
stress? Sorfy, you havz to *NO -el in a word of 's the worfl rela’.ced
NO'  knowwhether the prefix Germanic origin? toa word in which
carries stress. Some [s the vowel followed by , NO YES the syllable would
YES [s it a proper noun be long?

prefixes can appear as both a single consonant

of Germanic origin? (E.g. lebendig from leben)

followed by a vowel?
NO YES

NO YES NO

stressed and unstressed.
YES

[s the vowel a single
YES letter e at the end of
the word?

You have a choice how to

Sorry, you have to learn which vowels

Continue for the

prefix and the rest of are long and short in this case. pronounce the e. Both

NO

the word separately. (An example is hoch vs doch.) /e/ and /a/ are correct.

Does the word consist! YES
of a single syllable?

Stressed Unstressed Unstressed Unstressed

short

Stressed

NO

The vowel in the long open closed reduced closed unreduced

single syllable is

stressed.

Only with the letter e 1s there a distinction in pronunciation

[s the word The syllables of these vowels carry stress.

between these two cases. No minimal pairs exist. At the end of

of Germanic [f multiple syllables are stressed, the first carries the primary

These are pronounced a word, they can be pronounced as long vowels, except for /4/.

stress, and the others carry secondary stress.

origin?
YES

like the vowels in stressed
short syllables, but they do

not carry stress.

Follow the

. In words of Germanic origin,
pronunciation

[f followed by r 1n the same syllable, the distinction all but /o/ occur only in

The first syllable rules ofthe original

1S stressed

between these two cases disappears for many speakers. prefixes and suffixes

These are

language (mostly)

(mostly) example words

for each case;

the vowel 1n

question 1s
underlined

/a:/ /a/ /a/ /a/ /a/

Rat, Rate, Glas, Nase satt, das, dass, hat Umfang dafiir banal
Rad, na, ja, Saat, Magd tanzen, als, an, Affe Anfang Oma passieren
da, ahnen, mal, gab Ratte, nass, Papa dasselbe, etwas etwa Familie

ylaassrsrsrrsrssEEEEEeEeeEEnnny " r e EEEEEEEnNny

/¢/ 1s the formally

> 4

4

Often pronounced . /g1 ~elf ‘: /el E /e ~ el correct
/e:/ if unambiguous : KQSQ gébef Mar chen E Kélte, léngS t : Pr lekat pronunciation,
in e.g. Kiise, :  Ahre, sden, Mddchen Kinguru, Hdlfte Marid but /e/ is
but more often /e:/ ! Gespréch, Univer Sitét E Lénder " E very common
in e.g. gdbe, sden E E E -
(confusion with gebe, E fe:/ ! [ef [ef =Y E /e/ E
sehen) and d - Beet, Ehr . ' . ' ' :
- I vl B e ol R L ...
of the letter d) . Gel 1‘) L ’ IZT y : Litern, denn enzin, er =" g¢, - >z " _q y g€ byn, morlin the
e O Punkte, Ratsel SR LR [ same syllable, o

often disappears

12/ /1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ and makes the

Miete Mitte, in, bis, ich, mit riskant dieselbe, vielleicht pikant following letter

wir, thr, die Kind, sich, will, gib Freundin wieso Minute syllabic, giving
Protein, Pikser ist, 1sst, wird, wirr Information Gasst . Spaghetti /n, m, I/

[0/ /of [of

[0/ [0/

Qfen, @ne, hQCh, Qder Qﬁ"en, ngch, SQ" Rgndell sogar, SQWie Prgblem, Prgzent /er/ 1n the s.ame
Boot, Ohr, los, so, vor Ort, ob nochmal wohin Kino, Auto syllable is

often pronounced

schon, Region, Atom e
_ _ _ &

von, vorne

/o] I,
.B;).l d rec.tlangl.esl schon, Ofen dkologisch
Inadicate 1dentica FQtuS, H@ 0 lgschen, er dern Qnologie

sounds, disregarding horen. Gehor. horst
~ ) _— ) —

/u:/
nur, du, zu, zur
Mus, Kuh, Mut, Uhr
Schule, schwul, Fufs

stress patterns ZWQlf

[/ /u/ /u/
und, um, zum, durch Ordnung zuriick Rubin
Mutter, Schuld unterwegs Mutation
BES The letters ii

and y have the
7 7y]

same pronunci-
ation in all

Many dialects have

differing pronunciations;

this overview shows only
Standard German ones

el e

frith, fiir
Riibe, iiber
griin, schwiil

[y:/
Typ, Mythos, Lyrik
Analyse, Syrien
Asyl, typisch

Miitter, diirr, Diirre
niitzlich, miissen
ftinf, zuriick

/Y/
Myrrhe

Agypten
Olympia, Rhythmus

tiberwachen
tiberheblich
tiberhaupt

environments:;
the letter y is
used 1n words of

/y / non-Germanic
Physik
Pyramide
Dynamik

origin, while ii is
used 1n native
words.
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